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ERRATA 

The  Editor  apologizes  for  the  omission  of  the  last 
word  of  the  Memorial  for  Edwin  Cemey  (January  1988, 
p.  95)  which  is  "attributes."  "Gentleness  was  one  of  his 
attributes." 


A Necessary  Prelude:  Please 
Read  These  Words  Before 
Reading  This  Issue 

"Friends,  it  is  a long  time  since  our  beloved  Society 
was  stricken  with  profound  controversy . If  we  are 
going  to  see  it,  remember  that  it's  because  things 
matter  so  much.  We  should  all  have  to  learn  Isaac 
Penington's  words  ...  by  heart  before  we  start:  'Our 
life  is  love,  and  peace,  and  tenderness ; and  bearing 
with  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  and 
helping  one  another  up  with  a tender  hand."' 

Ormerod  Greenwood 
(from  a commentary  in  The  Friend , March  6, 

1987,  p.  284) 

Friends  frequently  assess  the  State  of  our 
Religious  Society  to  clarify  the  ways  in 
which  we  are  living  God's  leadings  in  truth 
and  to  discover  where  we  are  not  in 
harmony  with  them.  It  is  our  hope  that  the 
uncensored  forum  provided  by  Friends 
Bulletin  will  aid  us  in  such  assessment. 

Whenever  new  truth  emerges  among  us, 
the  tensions  between  the  demands  for 
inward  spiritual  transformation,  both 
individual  and  corporate,  and  our  reluc- 
tance to  experience  the  hard  realities  of 
struggle  require  of  us  radical  refocus  and 
envisioning. 

Many  Friends  Meetings  in  this  country 
and  around  the  world  are  presently  engaged 
in  a process  of  disequilibrium  which  neces- 
sarily accompanies  the  consideration  of 
controversial  issues  of  faith  and  practice. 
Friend  Ormerod  Greenwood's  quote  above 
refers  to  London  Yearly  Meeting's  current 
revision  of  their  book  of  Discipline  in  which 
a review  is  underway  of  its  Christian 
language  and  the  meanings  involved  in 
being  Christian;  not  all  British  Friends, 
Greenwood  states,  are  prepared  to  wear  that 
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label.  Section  3 of  their  Advices,  Green- 
wood continues,  deals  with  family  life  and 
human  relationships,  another  area  of 
controversy.  Differences  in  the  expressions 
of  our  faith  are  reflected  in  the  language  and 
theologies  of  our  Christian  and  Universalist 
traditions,  both  of  which  have  been  present 
historically  within  the  Religious  Society  and 
affect  the  ways  in  which  we  define  member- 
ship. Then  there  are  issues  of  our  testimony 
to  equality  which  are  requiring  of  many 
Meetings  the  painful  scrutiny  of  our  lives  — 
our  learned  attitudes  of  exclusion,  the 
naming  of  others  as  different  from  us,  the 
harmfulness  of  disempowerment. 

Are  we  free  of  racism,  sexism  and  homo- 
phobia or  have  vestiges  of  our  acculturation 
been  hidden  from  us  until  those  who  have 
suffered  long  among  us  have  held  up  a 
mirror  and  cried  out?  Are  we  willing  as 
George  Fox  advised,  to  wait  in  the  Light 
which  convicts  and  then  heals?  What  does 
it  mean  to  be  a peacemaker  among  Friends? 

To  whom  do  we  turn  and  to  what  as  we 
become  impatient  to  resolve  blocks  toward 
unity  on  any  issue?  Here  our  faith  is 
profoundly  challenged;  our  individual 
perceptions  and  egos  may  separate  us, 
disrupting  Quaker  process,  the  heart  of 
which  is  face-to-face  dialogue  held  in 
corporate  worship  with  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  group  waiting  upon  God 
will  bring  new  light  and  understanding,  will 
open  a way  forward. 

What  happens  to  a Meeting  when  some 
Friends  by  their  absence  or  silences  or 
abandonment  of  Quaker  process  do  not 
participate  in  working  toward  corporate 
unity?  University  Meeting's  Ministry  and 
Worship  Committee  have  offered  to  share 
their  experiences  of  this  through  Friends 
Bulletin.  Their  willingness  to  make  visible 


an  assessment  of  their  present  state  and  the 
remedies  they  suggest  will  be  useful  to 
Friends  everywhere. 

The  increasing  intensity  of  dialogue 
surrounding  our  present  crises  and 
struggles  is  reflected  in  this  issue  of  Friends 
Bulletin  , making  it  necessary  for  the  editor 
to  provide  a framework  of  understanding, 
including  the  articulation  of  our  policies 
regarding  the  publication  of  controversial 
issues.  There  has  been  no  editorial  orches- 
tration to  manipulate  submissions  published 
in  this  issue  nor  in  any  previous  issues.  All 
were  unsolicited.  There  were  consultations 
held  with  Friends  Bulletin  Committee  in  its 
February  meeting  and  with  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee 
as  well  as  with  the  Ministry  and  Worship 
Committee  of  University  Meeting. 

Friends  Bulletin  has  published  to  date 
every  Friend's  voice  on  the  issue  of  same- 
sex  marriage  and  other  controversial  issues 
as  they  have  been  submitted.  There  has 
been  no  slanting  of  materials  nor  censorship 
involved,  but  an  open  and  democratic 
forum  encouraged.  The  pinch  to  such 
policies  became  apparent  this  month  as 
distress  was  voiced  over  publishing  an 
extreme  position.  This  was  worked  out  as  a 
compromise  by  including  disclaimers,  one 
editorial  and  the  other  from  University 
Meeting's  Ministry  and  Oversight  Commit- 
tee. 

There  is  a usefulness  to  publishing 
extreme  positions:  they  indicate  the  breadth 
of  polarization;  they  identify  areas  of 
conflict  in  which  Friends  must  engage;  they 
jolt  us  into  an  awareness  of  what  is  missing 
from  these  perceptions  as  well  as  what  is 
present  in  them;  they  open  the  way  for 
direct  honest  responses. 

If  Friends  Bulletin  selectively  withheld 


(Continued  on  page  104) 
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(A  Necessary  Prelude  : Cont.  from  page  103) 
publishing  some  voices,  we  would  be 
complicit  in  driving  dissent  underground, 
thus  increasing  resentments,  angers,  misun- 
derstandings and  experiences  of  alienation. 

The  publication  of  dissenting  views  is  an 
effort  to  bring  to  light  (and  to  the  Light) 
many  wounds  and  also  to  open  opportuni- 
ties toward  possible  healing  and  unity.  But 
healing  and  unity  are  processes  which  must 
take  place  in  the  realities  of  the  ongoing  life 
and  dialogue  of  the  worshiping  community: 
the  Monthly  Meeting  first  and  the  Quarterly 
and  Yearly  Meetings  also.  Publication 
cannot  be  substituted  for  commitment  to  the 
discipline  of  Quaker  process. 

We  are  in  crises  of  faith.  Friends.  But  we 
are  not  without  hope:  "...  and  I will  ask  the 
Father,  and  he  will  give  you  another  to  be 
your  Advocate,  who  will  be  with  you  for 
ever  — the  Spirit  of  truth.  The  world 
cannot  receive  him,  because  the  world 
neither  sees  nor  knows  him;  but  you  know 
him,  because  he  dwells  with  you  and  is  in 
you  ...  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth  ...  " 
John  14: 16-17  and  16:13  — The  New  English 
Bible , Oxford  Study  Edition 

Shirley  Ruth,  Editor 


A Concern  about  Quaker 
Process  in  University  Friends 
Meeting: 

From  Ministry  and  Worship 
Committee 

(A  summary  of  a presentation  to  the  January  10, 1988 
business  meeting) 

Ministry  and  Worship  Committee  is  concerned 
about  the  lack  of  Quaker  process  in  University 
Friends  Meeting,  and  the  current  erosion  of 
respect  and  tolerance  within  our  community.  We 
feel  we  need  to  address  the  Meeting  about  these 
concerns,  and  ask  each  of  you  to  consider  ways  in 
which  you  can  help  us  all  move  toward  a more 
Quakerly  and  positive  state  so  that  we  can 
address  our  problems  creatively. 

Specific  examples  of  problems  in  our 
community: 

■ not  speaking  from  personal  experience, 
generalizing,  making  sweeping  statements 

■ lack  of  trust  in  our  corporate  worship,  and  of 
each  other 

■ unwillingness  to  give  up  personal  positions  in 
worship/business  meeting,  or  to  be  open  to 
listening  to  others'  very  different  perspective  or 
style 

■ lack  of  participation  in  Meeting  business  and 
activities  except  when  there  is  an  issue  you  wish 
to  address 

■ discomfort  with  diversity  of  styles,  opinions, 
perspectives  within  our  community 

■ intolerance  of  emotions  and  feelings  shared  "in 
public" 

■ ignoring  or  bypassing  our  committee 
structure  and  resources 

■ denouncing  anger  and  strong  feelings  as 
"UnQuakerly" 

Particular  behaviors/ actions  which  are 
causing  mistrust  and  pain  in  our 
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community: 

■ engaging  in  excessive  lobbying /persuasion 
for  a particular  point  of  view 

■ abusing  the  concerns  section  of  business 
meeting  with  lengthy  presentations  (anything 
more  than  a brief  sharing  should  be  brought  to  a 
committee) 

■ using  letters  in  lieu  of  personal  participation 
in  Meeting  for  Business  and  Worship,  or  instead 
of  talking  through  a problem  with  an  individual 

■ lack  of  respect  and  tolerance  for  others,  even  if 
their  position  is  different  from  yours 

■ generalizing  about  us/them  categories,  which 
blocks  the  leading  of  the  Spirit 

■ urging  that  the  Meeting  needs  to  split  along 
philosophical/political  lines 

■ silence  of  the  majority  of  people  within  the 
community  on  issues  before  the  Meeting.  Are 
people  not  concerned?  Disengaged?  We  need  to 
gather  a sense  of  the  Meeting  in  order  to  develop 
further  process  and  action. 

In  order  to  overcome,  and  work  through,  some 
of  these  obstacles  to  a loving,  functioning, 

Quaker  community.  Ministry  and  Worship  urges 
people  to  read  about  Quaker  process  in  our  Faith 
and  Practice,  to  examine  their  individual 
participation  in  the  Meeting  community,  and  to 
be  open  to  new  ways  of  working  together. 

"Different  ways  of  understanding  the  divine  life  may 
occur  among  us.  These  differences  should  not  be 
ignored  for  the  sake  of  superficial  agreement.  They 
should  be  recognized  and  understood,  so  that  a deeper 
and  more  vital  unity  can  be  reached.  Convictions 
which  might  divide  or  disrupt  a Meeting  can,  through 
God's  grace,  help  to  make  it  creative  and  strong. 
Friends  should  keep  faith  and  fellowship  with  each 
other,  waiting  in  the  Light  for  that  unity  which  draws 
them  together  in  the  love  and  power  of  God."  ( Faith 
and  Practice,  p.43) 

"The  spirit  of  worship  is  essential  to  that  type  of 
business  meeting  in  which  the  group  endeavors  to  act 
as  a unit  ...To  discover  what  we  really  want  as 
compared  with  what  at  first  we  think  we  want,  we 
must  go  below  the  surface  of  self-centered  desires  ...  To 


will  what  God  wills  is  ...  to  will  what  we  ourselves 
really  want."  (Howard  Brinton,  Faith  and  Practice, 

PYM,  1973,  p.  6) 

"Friends  are  urged  to  seek  Divine  guidance  at  all 
times,  be  mutually  forbearing,  and  be  concerned  for 
the  good  of  the  Meeting  as  a whole  rather  than  to  press 
personal  preference  ...  Friends  should  come  to  each 
Meeting  for  Business  expecting  that  their  minds  will 
be  changed."  ( Faith  and  Practice,  p.  75) 

We  have  many  resources  available  within 
the  Meeting  community  to  which  we  may 
turn: 

■ Meeting  for  Worship  - a corporate,  questing 
experience 

■ Silent  Retreat,  a time  for  personal  reflection 
and  growth  (Feb.  19-21, 1988) 

■ the  Meeting  library  - books,  periodicals, 
clippings  to  educate  and  stimulate 

■ the  "Discipline,"  our  Faith  and  Practice, 
guidelines  to  attitudes  and  experiences  of 
Friends,  and  our  ways  of  conducting  business 

■ Beyond  Majority  Rule,  Voteless  Decisions  in  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  by  Michael  J.  Sheeran 

■ networking  - the  diverse  structure  of  commit- 
tee work,  potlucks,  smaller  worship  and  study 
groups  which  all  allow  us  to  work  and  play  with 
others  in  the  Meeting  community.  Consider 
sharing  such  an  experience  with  someone  you 
don't  understand,  or  with  whom  you  have 
differences  of  perspective. 

■ "Quakerism  101,"  a proposed  series  of  study 
sessions  on  Quaker  process  and  experiences,  with 
participation  by  the  entire  Meeting  community. 

■ our  individual  spiritual  development  and 
quest 

Friends,  we  thank  you  for  listening  and 
considering  these  issues. 
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The  Editor  does  not  necessarily  agree  with  the  opinions 
expressed  by  correspondents  in  the  Forum  and  Letters 
sections  of  Friends  Bulletin.  In  a spirit  of  democratic 
dialogue  Friends  Bulletin  publishes  all  Friends'  voices. 
We  leave  to  readers  to  determine  where  truth  and 
vision  reside.  We  welcome  responses  to  ongoing 
dialogues.  We  invite  envisioning. 


Discrimination  is  a Crime  - An 
Open  Letter 

Dear  Sally  Bryan: 

I look  back  with  fond  regard  to  our  many  fine 
exchanges  when  I was  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin  . 
However,  I regard  your  recent  letter  (January 
1988  issue)  as  an  ill-conceived  attack  on  many  of 
the  values  that  Quakers  hold  most  dear,  and 
therefore  feel  I must  respond  with  whatever  light 
I can  muster  on  the  same  subject. 

Love  is  the  first  motion,  and  yet  you  deny  love 
for  our  lesbian  and  gay  Friends.  As  often  quoted 
in  Friendly  circles: 

He  drew  a circle  that  shut  me  out  - - 
Heretic,  rebel,  a thing  to  flout. 

But  Love  and  I had  the  wit  to  win: 

We  drew  a circle  that  took  him  in. 

— Edwin  Markham 

If  love  is  the  first  motion,  the  Friends 
testimony  on  Unity  is  the  second.  I believe  that 
you  are  promoting  divisiveness  and  schism 
among  Friends  over  a matter  of  words, 
specifically  the  nomenclature  of  a ceremony.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  seriousness  of  your  concern 
over  a name  is  poles  apart  from  the  gravity  of 
promoting  schism  among  Friends. 

By  concentrating  your  attention  exclusively  on 
differences  in  genital  apparatus  as  the  only 
characteristic  that  can  legitimately  deserve  the 
appelation  "marriage,"  you  trivialize  the  entire 
institution  for  all  of  us.  You  reduce  the  word  to 
the  meaning  of  a prescribed  sexual  act.  All 


psychologists  now  recognize  that  we  are  all  both 
male  and  female  in  our  psychic  and  social 
characteristics.  The  difference  between  men  and 
women  is  essentially  a matter  of  emphasis  and 
chance  in  the  selection  of  chromosomes. 

I have  recently  attended  the  marriage  of  two 
women  under  the  care  of  Berkeley  Friends 
Meeting.  In  every  aspect  — commitment,  care, 
love,  beauty,  respect,  endurance,  dignity  — 
whatever  you  can  name  as  characteristics  of  a 
good  marriage  (not  just  a marriage)  — these 
women  demonstrated  those  characteristics.  The 
marriage  was  held  "in  the  Presence  of  God  and 
these  our  Firends."  God  was  there.  The  Spirit  of 
Christ  was  there. 

Yet  you  would  judge  their  union  and  deny 
them  the  word  "marriage,"  because  you  want  to 
keep  things  as  they  always  have  been.  That's  all. 
You  want  the  sound  of  the  word  reserved  for 
what  you  have  always  known  and  deemed 
comfortable,  or  respectable.  I haven't  heard  a 
better  definition  of  a reactionary  anywhere.  But 
Friends  are  not  reactionaries.  Friends  welcome 
and  instigate  change.  Jesus  was  not  a 
reactionary.  Jesus  was  the  greatest  single  change 
agent  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He  did  not  say 
that  change  would  stop  with  him.  Quite  the 
contrary.  And  Friends  believe  in  continuing 
revelation,  at  least  so  says  Howard  Brinton. 
Discrimination  is  Complicity  in  Crime 

I used  to  think  that  lesbian  and  gays  would 
not  want  to  use  the  term  "marriage,"  since  we 
have  so  besmirched  the  word  with  divorce,  wife- 
beating, child  abuse,  non-support,  discriminatory 
laws  even  extending  to  wife  murder  without 
retribution,  and  suttee  in  some  countries.  Yet 
you  do  not  propose  to  revoke  the  word  as  it  may 
cover  such  barbaric  activities.  You  just  want 
things  the  way  you  always  knew  them. 

I have  seen  the  error  in  my  thinking,  which 
was  a subtle  wish  in  my  mind  to  distinguish 
between  homosexual  Friends  and  myself.  But 
that  wish  and  that  distinction  are  not  mine  to  make. 
If  homosexuals  want  not  to  be  singled  out  from 
the  herd,  many  of  whom  commit  crimes  and  sins 
under  the  name  of  marriage,  all  of  whom  have 
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the  option  to  walk  right  back  into  that  blessed 
state  after  having  committed  their  crimes  against 
their  vows,  against  their  "white  veils  and 
innocence,"  against  the  "flowers,  the  serious, 
dedicated  resolution,  'til  death  do  us  part/" 
against  women,  against  children,  against 
humanity  — that  is  their  decision  to  make,  not 
mine. 

It  is  not  our  right  as  Christians  (or  as 
humanitarians)  to  discriminate  and  name 
homosexuals  as  different  from  the  majority  of 
heterosexuals. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  discrimination  and 
naming  are  the  first  steps  on  the  road  to 
Holocaust.  There  is  great  risk  in  announcing 
oneself  as  a homosexual  in  this  society.  There 
was  even  greater  risk  in  the  German  Society 
under  Hitler,  where  these  human  beings  were 
singled  out,  as  were  the  Jews,  and  put  to  death. 

If  these,  our  Friends,  wish  to  take  these  risks  in 
our  society,  we  must  support  them  in  this 
difficult  task,  with  love.  But  it  is  not  a Friends 
Meeting  perogative  under  any  guise  whatsoever, 
to  expose  Friends  of  any  kind,  stripe,  or  behavior 
to  these  risks.  To  be  even  more  specific,  it  is  my 
belief  that  we  cannot  in  good  conscience  insist  on 
a "Ceremony  of  Commitment"  for  homosexual 
Friends,  while  we  call  our  heterosexual  unions 
"marriages,"  because  we  become  thereby 
complicit  in  the  crime  of  discrimination,  and  in 
whatever  crimes  may  be  committed  against  these 
Friends  in  the  future.  It  is  not  our  job  to  nail  the 
Star  of  David  to  their  doors  or  to  make  them 
wear  the  yellow  armband,  the  Nazi  equivalents 
of  our  recording  them  in  our  Minutes  as  having 
had  a "Ceremony  of  Commitment,"  for  the 
possible  later  perusal  of  the  FBI. 

You  may  think  that  I exaggerate,  Sally,  but  I 
am  not  confident  that  the  United  States  of 
America  will  never  follow  the  horrible  precedent 
committed  by  our  cousins,  the  Germans,  less 
than  fifty  years  ago. 

Let  the  Word  Grow 

You  quote  Wendell  Berry  extensively,  Sally, 
and  I am  not  sure  the  meaning  you  derive  from 
these  quotations  is  exactly  what  he  intended.  For 


example,  you  put  great  emphasis  on  the  fragility 
and  frailty  of  our  language,  which  I don't  find  in 
Berry  at  all.  Language,  on  the  contrary,  is 
perhaps  the  toughest,  most  durable  cultural 
phenomenon  we  know.  It  is  constantly  changing, 
used,  abused,  modified,  extended.  Words 
acquire  new  meanings  every  day,  and  we  all 
survive,  even  though  breathless  in  keeping  up. 
The  fact  that  there  are  between  3,000  and  4,000 
languages  attests  to  the  durability  and 
universality  of  this  web  of  connection  — not  to  its 
fragility.  Even  when  you  quote  Wendell  (our 
mutual  hero)  on  marriage,  I can  interpret  what 
you  have  extracted  to  apply  equally  to 
homosexuals  and  to  heterosexuals.  It  seems  to 
me  you  have  to  bend  him  a lot  in  order  to  fit  your 
case  for  constipation  of  the  word. 

We  can  all  quote  our  favorite  authors.  Lewis 
Carroll  had  a few  words  about  words: 

But  "glory"  doesn't  mean  " a nice  knock-down 
argument,"  Alice  objected. 

"When  I use  a word,"  Humpty  Dumpty  said,  in  a 
rather  scornful  tone,  "it  means  just  what  I choose  it  to 
mean  — neither  more  or  less" 

"The  question  is,"  said  Alice,  "whether  you  can  make 
words  mean  so  many  different  things." 

"The  question  is,  " said  Humpty  Dumpty,  " which  is 
to  be  master  — that's  all." 

I wonder  if,  Sally,  following  Humpty  Dumpty, 
there  may  be  a power  hunger  in  your  plea.  Do 
you  really  want  to  put  your  finger  in  this  dike,  as 
it  sprouts  leaks  in  every  other  Friends  Meeting? 
Do  you  really  want  to  be  the  gate-keeper  who 
slams  this  door  in  the  face  of  Friends  who  have 
suffered  enough  to  gain  equal  treatment  for  their 
definition  of  a word?  Now  that  most  of  us 
humans  have  written  language  (less  than  8,000 
years  old,  a moment  in  the  life  of  language),  we 
can  point  to  Standard  English,  as  we  can  to 
colloquial  language,  dialect,  jargon,  pidgin 
English,  Lingua  Franca,  International  English, 
etc.;  but  even  Standard  English  yields  to  the 
winds  of  change.  You  have  said,  "Let  it  stay  the 
way  it  has  been  for  time  out  of  mind."  I hope 

(Continued  on  page  108) 
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you  will  yield  to  the  language  of  love,  and  say 

with  me,  "Let's  include  them  in  our  circle." 

And  I have  an  advice  for  our  long-term, 
committed  relationship,  lovingly  tender  lesbians 
and  gays:  Call  your  own  relationships 
"marriages,"  your  partners  "spouses,"  if  you 
wish.  You  are  the  persons  who  call  these  shots, 
as  Humpty  Dumpty  says. 

I love  you,  Sally  Bryan,  and  wish  to  hold  you 
in  the  Light. 

— Robert  Schutz,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

□□□□□□□□ 

Statement  from  University  Meeting's 
Ministry  and  Worship  Committee 

The  Ministry  and  Worship  Committee  of 
University  Friends  Meeting  recommended  that 
the  following  letter  of  Marvin  Gregory's  not  be 
published,  even  with  a disclaimer,  in  our 
Monthly  Meeting  newsletter,  "Gleamings,"  as  we 
found  it  inappropriate  and  inflammatory. 

To  the  extent  that  Marvin  tells  us  we  must  be 
Friends  first  or  we  will  never  be  able  to  conduct 
business,  we  agree  with  him.  However,  we  could 
not  disagree  more  with  his  other  statements  and 
conclusions. 

We  fully  support  Friends  Bulletin 's  function 
as  a forum  for  all  points  of  view,  but  wish  that  a 
more  representative  expression  of  this  point  of 
view  could  have  been  found. 

Of  Cabbages  and  Kings, 

Adults  and  Adolescents,  Gays 
and  Straights 

by  Marvin  Gregory,  University  Meeting 
(WA) 

It's  one  thing  to  advocate  or  champion  a cause 
outside  of  Meeting  and  quite  another  to  internal- 
ize that  cause.  For  example,  we  as  Friends  (or 
individually)  might  decide  to  oppose  apartheid 
in  South  Africa  or,  alternatively,  to  oppose 


oppression  in  Israel  of  the  Palestinians  living  on 
the  West  Bank  or  Gaza.  This  could  work  out 
quite  well  in  that  our  letters  and  phone  calls  to 
our  representatives,  and  our  presence  or  speak- 
ing out  or  other  forms  of  action,  could  arise 
individually  or  collectively  from  Friends  within 
Meeting.  If,  however,  we  had  black  South 
Africans  as  members  of  our  Meeting,  and  in 
sizable  numbers,  our  Meeting  would  be  cor- 
rupted and  would  not  function  as  a Friends 
Meeting.  Our  concerns  and  our  actions  arise  as  a 
matter  of  individual  thought  and  decision  which 
find  expression  in  a consensus,  often  fragile,  of 
autonomous  individuals  working  together  with 
great  respect  for  one  another.  It's  a spiritual 
working  out  of  felt  emotion  handled  in  a very 
delicate  and  considerate  way.  If  we  had  black 
South  Africans  as  members,  radical  persons  with 
an  agenda  and  goals,  we  simply  could  not 
function  as  a Friends  Meeting.  We  would  either 
be  a political  entity  acting  in  a political  way  (with 
an  outside  coating  of  Friends'  manners  and 
Friends'  ways)  or  we  would  be  a terribly  divided 
Meeting  with  ongoing  bickering  and  recrimina- 
tions. 

The  same  sort  of  limitations  would  apply  if  we 
had  a Meeting  with  a large  contingent  of  Pales- 
tinians (or  Israelis,  or  Black  Panthers,  or  Alcohol- 
ics or  Feminists,  etc.);  we  would  not  be  able  to 
conduct  business  — Friends'  business  — because 
we  are  a religious  group  first,  and  loosely 
structured,  and  our  religion  comes  before 
political  action;  indeed,  we  are  Friends  before  we 
are  anything  else. 

And  thus  I would  make  the  case  that  too  many 
gays  and  lesbians  in  a Meeting  can  spoil  the  soup 
in  just  the  same  way.  Many  of  the  gays  and 
lesbians  I have  known  were  and  are  as  comfort- 
able as  old  shoes  about  their  gayness,  but  others 
are  not;  and  a substantial  number  of  persons 
radically  bent  in  any  Meeting,  gay  or  non-gay, 
can  threaten  the  character  of  Meeting  itself.  One 
solution  would  be  to  insist  as  a qualification  for 
Meeting  that  no  advocacy  of  a gay  person  could 
be  directed  towards  gay  causes  within  Meeting; 
another  could  be  the  establishment  of  a totally 
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gay  Meeting  by  itself;  but  that  would  be  a 
counterfeit  and  sad  to  view  or  contemplate.  Both 
ideas  are  absurd.  So  let  us  discuss  gayness  and 
Friends. 

I personally  have  great  difficulty  with  gay 
friends  who  use  their  gayness  for  pity,  sympathy 
("Oh,  the  pain!")  or  the  gaining  of  an  advantage 
as  if  their  gayness  were  an  affliction  or  handicap. 

I personally  see  gay  people  as  (1)  healthy  and  (2) 
normal  — no  different  than  you  or  I except  for 
their  sexual  orientation.  Gays  and  lesbians  have 
come  a long  way  in  setting  the  world  right  and 
have  done  so  by  their  own  efforts.  To  backslide 
on  this  matter,  meaning  to  slide  back  into  self- 
indulgence  and  self-pity  and  fear  of  the  terrible 
homophobic  outside  world,  is  to  deny  the  dignity 
and  self  worth  which  gays  have  achieved  largely 
through  their  own  efforts  and  through  enormous 
sacrifice  over  time.  I also  see  that  straight 
Friends  have  not  done  right  by  gay  Friends  in 
this  case,  meaning  that  all  too  often  straight 
Friends  have  in  their  softness  and  good  inten- 
tions, treated  gays  as  less  than  whole,  and 
therefore  less  than  adult,  and  have  thereby 
patronized  them. 

And  a word  about  manipulation:  I have  the 
greatest  difficulty  with  anyone  who  stoops  to 
manipulation,  meaning  the  use  of  tears  — 
insincere  tears  — tantrums,  walking  out  when 
confronted,  sulking,  pouting,  yelling,  making 
faces,  screaming,  threatening  obstruction, 
whining,  guilt-tripping,  raging,  pleading  special 
sensitivity,  resorting  to  high  drama,  etc.  — all  to 
achieve  some  trivial  goal  or  special  end.  The 
single-sex  marriage  issue,  a case  in  point,  has 
been  pursued  in  our  Meeting  for  over  FIVE  years 
and  is  an  example  of  both  a manipulative  use  of 
Meeting  time  and  a blatant  disregard  for  the 
divisiveness  of  the  issue.  It  smacks  of  special 
agenda  and  inconsideration  and  political 
hardball  and  adults  not  knowing  how  to  manage 
adolescents  or  their  manipulation.  (I  would 
speak  in  a "Friendly"  way  on  this  matter  if  the 
injury  weren't  so  great  and  my  outrage  of 
commensurate  size.) 

Finally,  something  should  be  said  about  Mr. 


Woolman  and  the  argument  that  Friends  should 
be  pummeled  and  pursued  and  flogged  in  Mr. 
Woolman's  fashion  until  each  and  every  one  of 
us  sees  the  light,  sells  our  slaves,  and  goes  along 
with  the  program  — gay  rights.  This  again  is  a 
manipulative  argument,  suffering  from  a 
misplaced  analogy  and  driven  by  guilt.  The  real 
question  is,  what  was  Mr.  Woolman's  testimony 
during  the  Vietnam  War  and  how  did  he  protest 
that  war?  Sound  strange?  Well,  I sold  my  last 
slave  in  1962  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  need  to  be 
reminded  that  slavery  — insensitivity  — is 
wrong.  The  battle  for  gay  rights  rests  with  gays 
and  lesbians  assuming  their  adulthood  and  going 
forth  into  the  cold  cruel  world  to  assert  them:  not 
the  other  way  around. 

Friends'  testimony  speaks  of  the  world  being 
composed  of  human  beings  no  better  or  worse 
than  ourselves,  persons  amenable  to  the  Light 
and  susceptible  to  reason  and  persuasion.  Gay 
Friends  (as  cruel  as  the  message  might  seem) 
might  do  well  to  adopt  the  same  point  of  view. 

Response  to  Sally  Bryan 

by  Bob  Jolly , Berkeley  Meeting 

Sally  Bryan's  article  on  marriage  in  the 
January  1988  Friends  Bulletin  is  thoughtful  and 
deserves  careful  consideration.  In  it  she  argues 
for  preserving  the  word  marriage  to  describe  a 
relation  between  a man  and  a woman  and  asks 
that  Friends  not  use  the  word  to  describe  a 
committed  homosexual  relationship. 

First,  I would  like  to  comment  on  her  defini- 
tion of  marriage  as  a joining  which  recognizes 
"the  possibility  of  founding  and  nurturing  a 
family."  Certainly  this  is  normally  true  of  most 
heterosexual  marriages,  but  not  all.  There  are 
marriages  of  men  and  women  where  children  are 
not  possible,  e.g.  for  older  couples  in  their  60' s 
and  sometimes  for  young  couples  who  simply  do 
not  wish  to  have  children.  We  as  a Religious 
Society  have  never  said  that  these  marriages  are 
less  valid  than  any  other  nor  should  we. 

Regarding  Wendell  Berry's  warning  against 
language  that  is  either  "meaningless  or  destruc- 

(Continued  on  page  118) 


PAGE  110  — MARCH,  1988 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Lewis  Hoskins,  K.  H.  Ting,  & Robert  Vogel 
Photo  by  Robert  Vogel 

Christianity  In  China  Today:  Some  Impressions 

by  Robert  S.  Vogel,  Orange  Grove  Meeting  (CA) 

The  resurgence  of  the  Christian  Church  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  phenomena  taking  place  in  China 

today.  This  was  the  conclusion  of  the  Friend s-to-China  group  who  spent  the  month  of  September  1987 
in  the  Peoples  Republic  of  China.  We  met  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  national  Three-Self  Movement 
Church,  Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  his  wife,  and  son  Stephen  Ting  in  Nanjing;  worshipped  in  a church  in 
Zhengzhou,  learned  of  the  work  of  the  Amity  Foundation,  and  discussed  religious  freedom  with  Daniel 
Cole,  a Quaker  businessman  who  is  living  in  Beijing  and  had  recently  interviewed  Zhao  Fusan,  Vice 
President  of  the  Chinese  Academy  of  Social  Sciences.  Here  are  some  of  the  impressions  and  informa- 
tion gathered. 

Although  still  a minority  religion,  less  than  1%  of  the  population,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
between  seven  and  eight  million  members  today  of  which  about  half  are  Protestant  and  half  Catholic. 
Efforts  by  foreign  missions  to  root  Christianity  in  the  soil  of  China,  in  a period  of  over  a hundred  years 
before  liberation,  resulted  in  700,000  converts  by  1949.  Unlike  countries  in  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 
with  their  long  traditions  of  Christianity  or  Islam,  China  is  basically  a non-religious  country. 

In  the  years  following  liberation,  1949-50,  the  Communist  government  allowed  freedom  of  belief  and 
worship  provided  that  believers  severed  their  ties  with  imperialism.  Christians  were  called  upon  to 
demonstrate  their  love  of  country  by  renouncing  foreign  influence.  They  responded  by  creating  an 
indigenous  Chinese  national  church,  called  the  Three-Self  Movement  Church  — self-government,  self- 
propagation of  the  faith  and  self-support.  This  posed  a special  problem  for  Catholics  and  their  ties  with 
Rome,  and  resulted  in  the  creation  of  two  groups,  a separate  Catholic  Patriotic  Movement  Church 
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which  now  enjoys  freedom  of  worship  and 
increasing  numbers  and  a small  group  of 
Catholics  loyal  to  the  Pope.  For  the  Protestants, 
the  loss  of  foreign  missionaries  and  financial 
support  led  to  greatly  reduced  numbers  and  the 
closing  of  churches.  Denominational  barriers 
inherited  from  the  missionaries  began  to  break 
down  and  a national  Chinese  Protestant  church 
emerged. 

However,  the  period  of  transition  has  not  been 
easy.  Between  1966  and  1976  the  Great  Cultural 
Revolution  had  a devastating  effect  on  the 
churches  and  those  who  had  had  any  contact 
with  the  West.  Church  leaders  were  imprisoned 
or  sent  to  the  countryside.  Buildings  were  taken 
over  by  the  Red  Guard  and  used  for  housing  or 
warehouse  purposes.  Ninety  percent  of  the 
library  of  the  Nanjing  Theological  Seminary  was 
destroyed.  In  1972,  an  AFSC  delegation  observed 
that  Catholic  and  Protestant  services  were  held  in 
Peking  primarily  for  foreigners,  but  went  on  to 
state  that  "some  scholars  think  that  small  home 
meetings  of  Christians  continue." 

But  since  1979,  all  this  has  changed.  There  are 
4,000  church  buildings  now  in  use;  and  since  1979 
one  new  building  has  been  added  each  day.  There 
is  need  for  trained  pastors  and  lay  leaders  to  fill 
the  age  gap  created  by  the  Cultural  Revolution. 

In  addition  to  the.  Nanjing  Theological  Seminary, 
ten  other  seminaries  have  been  opened;  but  only 
Nanjing  has  a full-time  faculty.  In  the  last  three 
years  300  pastors  were  ordained  of  which  60 
were  women.  Over  all,  one-third  of  all  the 
pastors  are  women.  The  average  age  is  22  1 /2. 

In  urban  areas  pastors  are  fully  paid;  but  this  is 
not  true  in  rural  areas. 

No  one  knows  for  certain  how  many  home 
meetings  exist  or  how  many  lay  leaders  there  are. 
What  is  known  is  that  40,000  worship  and  study 
aids  are  sent  out  each  month;  two  million  copies 
of  the  1919  Chinese  version  of  the  Bible  have 
been  printed  and  more  will  be  published  as  soon 
as  the  new  $600,000  press  is  installed. 

Hymnbooks  have  also  been  printed.  Bishop  Ting 
disclosed  that  in  the  past  Chinese  read  from  the 
top  of  the  page  down.  Now  using  simplified 


characters,  they  read  from  left  to  right.  "In  the 
past,  we  used  to  nod,  as  we  read,"  he  said.  "Now 
we  shake  our  heads!" 

There  is  no  effort  to  find  uniformity  in  church 
government,  theology,  or  ways  to  celebrate 
sacraments.  For  example,  either  sprinkling  or 
immersion  are  accepted  forms  of  baptism.  The 
bishop  was  not  familiar  with  the  Quaker  practice, 
and  so  a copy  of  the  London  Yearly  Meeting's 
response  "To  Lima  With  Love:  Baptism,  Eucha- 
rist and  Ministry"  is  being  sent  to  him. 

Religious  freedom  is  guaranteed;  but  there  are 
incidents  of  denial  that  need  to  be  resolved  with 
the  assistance  of  the  government  bureau  of 
religious  affairs.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
government  is  not  actively  promoting  aetheism 
and  dismisses  the  concept  that  the  practice  of 
religious  beliefs  conflicts  with  Marxist  principles. 

In  a speech  last  spring  to  the  National  People's 
Political  Consultative  Conference,  entitled,  "Is 
Religion  an  Opiate  of  the  Masses?"  Zhao  Fusan, 
Vice  President  of  the  Chinese  Academy  of  Social 
Sciences,  stated  that  in  history  religion  has  been 
abused  to  paralyze  the  political  consciousness  of 
the  people.  Later,  in  an  interview  with  Daniel 
Cole,  a Quaker  from  the  U.S.,  Zhao  distinguished 
between  religion  and  religious  institutions,  such 
as  Christianity  and  the  Christian  Church.  While 
religion  as  part  of  culture  has  made  a positive 
contribution  to  the  history  and  culture  of  every 
people,  in  class  societies  religion  has  at  times 
been  used  by  the  ruling  class  for  political  designs. 

Asked  by  his  interviewer  what  religion  can 
contribute  positively  to  China  today,  Zhao  Fusan 
replied  that  religion  could  make  a contribution  to 
socialism  in  China  in  four  areas:  1)  social  services, 
citing  as  examples  teaching  useful  skills  by  the 
YM  and  YWCA  and  reforesting  mountain  areas 
where  Buddhist  temples  are  located;  2)  character 
building;  3)  interpreting  basic  values  of  Western, 
Islam  and  Hindu  cultures  as  part  of  China's 
opening  to  the  West;  4)  serving  as  a bridge  for 
international  understanding  and  peace. 

Another  new  development  not  directly 
connected  with  the  Church  is  the  Amity  Founda- 
tion which  was  founded  by  Christians  and  is  now 

(Continued  on  page  112) 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


PAGE  112  — MARCH,  1988 


(Church  in  China:  Cont.  from  page  111) 
receiving  support  from  various  Christian  com- 
munities throughout  the  world.  Stephen  Ting, 
actively  involved  with  the  Foundation,  disclosed 
that  this  Fall  it  has  placed  86  teachers  of  English 
in  Chinese  language  institutes  and  universities. 
Each  teacher  is  sponsored  or  funded  by  his  or  her 
local  community  at  a cost  of  $4,000  (U.S.)  per 
year.  The  new  Amity  Press  will  soon  become 
operational  and  be  a real  boon  for  the  church  and 
religious  work. 

In  Zhengzhou,  the  Quaker  group  visited  a 
Three-Self  Church  and  met  some  of  the  leaders. 
Arriving  toward  the  end  of  the  morning  service, 
we  were  escorted  to  the  front  of  the  large  room  to 
seats  that  had  been  vacated  for  us.  There  were 
about  500  persons  of  all  ages  crowded  into  the 
room  with  another  500  or  more  occupying  every 
window  and  door  and  crowding  out  into  the 
street  and  patio.  At  the  close  of  the  service,  a 
choir  sang  an  old  revival  hymn  and  another 
which  was  unfamiliar.  We  then  stood  and 
repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer.  After  the  service  we 
learned  from  the  woman  president  of  the 
congregation  that  this  church  was  founded  in 
1924  by  the  China  Inland  Mission,  that  it  has 
3,000  members  and  is  building  a new  church 
nearby. 

The  Church  in  China  today  is  focused  almost 
entirely  on  domestic  needs  such  as  humanitarian 
aid  and  social  welfare.  Its  young  men  do  not 
have  to  serve  in  the  Peoples'  Liberation  Army 
because  there  is  no  draft  and  consequently  no 
provision  for  conscientious  objection.  Since  1949 
it  has  not  been  a member  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  but  does  have  a corresponding 
relationship.  Last  year  the  WCC  General 
Secretary  visited  China.  The  same  is  true  with 
the  YMCA  which  has  chosen,  at  least  for  the 
present,  not  to  have  any  affiliation  with  outside 
organizations,  such  as  the  World  Alliance  of  the 
YMCA  in  Geneva.  However,  YM  and  YWCA 
buildings  which  had  been  confiscated,  are  now 
being  restored  for  their  use,  and  the  Y's  are  again 
functioning  in  twelve  cities  in  China. 

"Building  Up  the  Body  of  Christ"  is  the  theme 
of  the  Chinese  church.  Perhaps,  as  China  opens 


itself  to  greater  contact  with  the  West,  Quakers 
may  find  new  opportunities  for  mutual  service 
and  renewal  of  past  relationships. 

oooooo 


Above:  Pagoda,  Yan'an,  Peoples'  Republic  of  China 
Below:  Street  Scene,  Shanghai,  PRC 
Photos  by  Robert  Vogel 
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Christmas  in  Xi'an 

(excerpts  from  a family  letter) 

by  Lois  and  Lewis  Hoskinsr 
PYM  and  NPYM  Friends  in  the  Orient 


Christmas  is  tomorrow  and  our  thoughts  are  turning  homeward.  We  hadn't  thought  to  be 
"celebrating"  in  the  usual  ways  this  year,  but  to  our  pleasure  we  are  thinking,  and  talking,  more  about 
the  meaning  of  the  season  than  ever.  Our  Chinese  students  and  friends  are  doing  many  little  acts  of 
friendship  that  speak  from  the  heart  of  the  Christmas  spirit. 

Tonight  our  Institute's  president  is  giving  a small,  hotel  dinner  party  for  us.  Tomorrow  night  the 
municipal  bigwigs  have  invited  all  foreign  teachers  (of  all  languages)  in  the  city  to  a party  at  the  Art 
Museum.  We  know  it  will  be  LOUD!  And  on  Saturday  evening,  all  of  our  classes  combine  to  give  an 
on-campus  party,  for  which  a band  has  been  recruited.  Lewis  is  practicing  a piano  number.  I'll  hope  to 
be  well  camoflaged  among  a singing  group,  because  my  voice  seems  to  have  dropped  into  the  basement 
with  age  and  a lingering  bronchitis.  We  regret,  on  these  occasions,  that  we  haven't  more  talent  and 
stamina  to  give  the  young  the  kind  of  reciprocal  entertainment  which  they  understand  to  be  our 
country's  frame  of  reference.  (No  one  told  us  we  should  bone  up  on  "country  music"  before  coming  to 
China!)  We  have  invited  some  of  the  young  foreign  teachers  from  Jiaotong  University;  our  waiban  has 
offered  to  send  a van  for  them,  which  is  an  incentive.  And  they  can  offer  guitar  accompaniment  and 
volume. 

This  morning,  instead  of  our  usual  two  hour  classes,  we  had  only  a "show-piece"  hour  for  a very 
nice  television  crew  who  came  to  include  us  in  their  survey  of  foreign  teachers  throughout  Xi'an. 

Lewis'  post-grads  had  sung  some  carols;  my  class  had  half-prepared  to  sing  "Eidel weiss"  (their  choice) 
but  in  the  end  there  wasn't  time.  At  the  moment  the  crew  arrived  we  were  having  a "dictation"  of 
some  paragraphs  I had  prepared  about  Christmas  and  had  just  been  interrupted  by  some  spontaneous 
questions,  "What  is  'Christian'?  What  is  'Christmas'?  What  is  'Christ'?"  and  hadn't  I been  trying  to  tell 
them  for  two  days?  The  photographers  wanted  me  to  move  among  the  class  "helping"  them  and 
"talking"  to  individuals;  there  was  to  be  no  "audio".  So  the  timing  was  awkward. 

We  had  had  the  Amahl  story,  simplified  and  without  sound  effects,  in  which  were  woven  the 
background  of  prophecy,  the  astral  phenomena  and  marvelling  shepherds,  the  travellers  from  afar, 
Jesus'  humble  birth,  and  Herod's  perfidy.  They  had  enjoyed  the  personality  of  Amahl,  his  curiosity 
about  the  Kings,  and  their  responses,  his  mother's  reaction  to  Amahl's  wonder  and  belief.  They  were 
glad  about  the  healing  of  his  crooked  leg  --  a happy  ending.  The  message  of  the  angels,  " ...  and  on 
earth,  peace,  good  will  toward  (all)  men"  they  seemed  to  find  familiar,  although  it  customarily  comes 
into  their  "political  study"  rather  than  out  of  the  night  sky. 

I wanted  to  leave  them  with  the  simplest,  most  comprehensive  concept  possible  so  chose  the 
interpretation,  "Love  Came  Down,"  had  broken  into  history.  And  they  were  back  to  their  wish  to 
express  gratitude  for  our  "helping"  them,  through  gift-giving  and  joy. 

Incidentally,  the  TV  crew  worked  in  an  interview  with  us  at  the  party  ...  said  they  would  send  a tape. 
We  managed  to  inject  the  comment  that  with  "cease-fires"  at  Christmas  we  could  wish  that  every  day 
were  Christmas.  (Photo  above:  Lois  & Lewis  Hoskins , Milly  Clapp  [left  to  right].  Photo  by  Robert  Vogel) 
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Report  from  FWCC's 
Northwest  Regional 
Gathering 

by  Jane  Sterrett  and  Annis  Bleeke, 
Multnomah  Meeting  (OR) 

Friends  travelled  from  all  over  the  Pacific 
Northwest  to  attend  the  annual  Northwest 
Regional  Gathering  of  Friends  sponsored  by  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation, 
October  30  through  November  1, 1987,  at  the 
Newberg  Friends  Center  in  Newberg,  Oregon. 
Over  140  adults  came  to  share  their  thoughts  and 
experiences  on  the  theme,  'The  Spiritual  Roots  of 
Peace  and  Justice:  What  Calls  Us  to  Action." 

The  Gathering  began  with  a Meeting  for 
Worship  which  shared  in  the  inspiration  of  Pablo 
Stanfield  and  Kara  Cole  who  spoke  from  their 
years  of  action  and  recounted  the  sources  of  that 
action.  Pablo  Stanfield  raised  the  question,  "In 
the  twentieth  century,  can  we  still  consecrate  our 
lives?"  The  leading  of  the  Spirit  allows  our  joyful 
hearts  to  say  YES,  roll  up  our  sleeves,  and  act.  As 
Kara  Cole  said,  'The  way  of  the  peacemaker  is  a 
long  one." 

Throughout  the  next  full  day  of  plenary 
sessions,  worship  sharing,  and  interest  groups, 
the  theme  brought  back  memories  of  early 
Friends'  awareness  of  the  need  for  peaceable 
action  in  our  world.  For  many,  the  moment  came 
when  the  perception  of  the  need  became  a call  -- 
a troubling  moment  when  Friends  turn  to  face  a 
new  direction  and  their  lives  are  permanently 
changed. 

Small  worship  sharing  groups  gave  everyone 
the  opening  to  share  their  own  beginnings  as 
concerned  Quakers.  The  interest  groups  were  led 
by  Friends  who  have  given  a portion  of  their 
lives  to  the  areas  of : International  Relief  and 
Development,  International  Peace  and  Justice, 
Sanctuary,  Youth  Services  (Foster  Care),  the 
Homeless,  Prison,  Draft  and  Conscientious 
Objection,  and  Tax  Resistance.  The  leaders, 
paired  from  pastoral  and  non-pastoral  meetings. 


shared  the  struggles  and  their  leadings  of  the 
Spirit  in  direct  language  and  in  thoughtful 
response  to  questions  from  other  Friends.  In  the 
evening  plenary  session,  "senior"  Friends 
brought  an  historical  perspective  to  the 
Gathering  as  they  recalled  their  call  to  peace  and 
justice  work  and  witness  as  young  men  during 
World  War  II. 

The  children  present  participated  in  a separate 
Children's  Program  focused  on  the  theme  of  the 
Gathering,  joining  with  the  adults  for  meals  and 
the  late  afternoon  tour  of  Friends'  historical  sites 
in  Newberg. 

The  weekend  continued  with  out-of-town 
Friends  joining  their  host  families  for  Sunday 
morning  worship  before  travelling  home.  For 
some,  the  dilemma  of  the  call  may  have 
deepened;  for  others,  the  call  was  strengthened; 
for  all,  the  joyful  assignment  to  "seek  first  the 
Kingdom"  was  once  more  placed  at  the  center  of 
consciousness. 

□□□□□□ 

Report  from  Friends 
United  Meeting 

by  Gloria  Kershner,  Grass  Valley  Meeting 

Friends  have  a marvelous  method  for  working 
through  difficulties  and  arriving  at  unity  through 
open  communication  and  seeking  God's 
guidance.  I saw  some  wonderful  examples  of 
just  that  when  I attended  the  sessions  of  the 
Friends  United  Meeting  at  Guilford  College  in 
North  Carolina,  June  12  - 19,  at  which  I was  the 
Fraternal  Representative  from  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting. 

It  was  truly  inspiring  to  be  a part  of  a 
gathering  of  over  800  Friends  from  across  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  Central  and  South 
America  and  Africa.  In  many  ways,  it  was  like 
being  at  PYM  with  a much  wider  base. 

There  were  Friends  there  from  widely  varying 
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backgrounds  including  pastoral  and  nonpastoral 
ways  of  worship.  But  through  all  of  the  sessions, 

I sensed  the  strong  desire  to  bridge  differences 
and  to  discover  our  common  spiritual  ground. 
People,  in  one-to-one  conversation,  in  small 
groups  and  on  the  floor  of  the  plenary  sessions 
openly  faced  diversities.  During  one  of  the 
difficult  plenary  sessions,  the  associate  pastor  of 
the  Fresno  Friends  Church,  a woman,  stood  and 
said  words  something  like  George  Fox's,  'There 
is  one  who  can  help  us."  Then  she  prayed  a very 
moving  prayer,  asking  for  help  with  these 
differences.  There  followed  a period  of  deep 
worship.  At  another  time  someone  pointed  out 
that  George  Bliss  used  to  say,  'Take  the  sense  of 
the  Meeting  early  and  often."  So,  at  that  point, 
the  clerk  asked  for  approval,  which  came,  and 
then  said,  "Would  there  be  disapproval?"  Silence. 
Unity  had  been  reached. 

Friends  United  Meeting  comprises  over  half  of 
the  world's  Quakers.  Thus  it  is  able  to 
accomplish  work  that  cannot  readily  be  done  by 
Monthly  or  Yearly  Meetings,  such  as  establishing 
schools  and  hospitals,  putting  on  conferences  for 
strengthening  Monthly  Meetings,  and  publishing 
books,  pamphlets.  First  Day  School  materials  and 
the  magazine,  Quaker  Life. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  PYM  for  me  is  always 
our  worship-fellowship  groups.  This  was  true  at 
FUM.  However,  there  we  met  twice  each  day 
with  our  small  group.  The  morning  time  was  for 
worship-sharing;  and  in  the  afternoon,  we  met 
again  for  discussion  of  the  talk  the  night  before  or 
another  presentation.  I was  pleased  to  find 
Jonathan  Vogel  a member  of  my  group. 

Among  the  evening  speakers  were  John 
Punshon,  English  Friend  who  was  with  us  at  La 
Honda,  and  Arturo  Carranza,  now  pastor  of  the 
Berkeley  Friends  Church.  One  evening  we  filled 
a dozen  or  so  buses  and  rode  through  the 
beautiful  North  Carolina  piedmont  to  see  'The 
Sword  of  Peace,"  a dramatic  portrayal  of  the 
courage  and  compassion  of  a small  Friends 
community  when,  in  1781,  Lord  Cornwallis 
encamped  his  army  there. 

At  one  of  the  plenary  sessions  a new  Yearly 


Meeting  from  Kenya  was  accepted  into 
membership.  All  of  the  18  or  so  people  from 
Africa,  as  well  as  others  who  had  worked  with 
them,  sang  some  of  their  beautiful  songs. 
Someone  spoke  about  the  great  depth  of 
spirituality  in  Africa.  Why  not  have  missionaries 
from  the  developing  countries  come  to  the  US? 

I wanted  to  go  to  the  FUM  Triennial  to  seek 
communication,  to  learn  how  to  listen  to 
someone  who  uses  different  words  than  those  I 
use  to  express  their  inner  experiences.  How  can 
we  grow  if  we  only  listen  to  our  own  thoughts 
and  those  who  think  as  we  do?  I found  being  at 
FUM  a growing  experience  and  one  I wish  each 
of  you  could  have. 

In  the  Peaceable  Kingdom  will  be  the  lion  and 
the  lamb,  the  Arab  and  the  Jew,  the  Quaker  and 
the  Quaker. 

I feel  that  Friends  have  found  something, 
which,  as  FUM  Friends  do,  we  ought  to  want  to 
share  with  others.  To  quote  from  a recent  article 
in  Quaker  Life,  "Friends  are  the  best  kept  secret 
there  ever  was."  And  from  Hugh  Doncaster  at 
the  World  Conference  of  Friends  in  North 
Carolina  in  1967,  "Do  we  believe  (our  faith)  is 
only  for  the  few?  For  the  few  who,  God  help 
them,  are  a bit  like  us?  Or  do  we  believe  that  it  is 
really  for  the  many?"  Are  we  only  a society  of 
seekers,  or,  like  George  Fox,  have  we  found 
something,  something  worth  sharing  with  others, 
worth  making  the  effort  to  communicate  to 
others,  across  whatever  barriers  of  human 
language  we  people  have  set  up? 

One  of  my  favorite  stories  is  about  the  time 
that  John  Woolman  rode  horseback  for  a week 
out  into  western  Pennsylvania  to  meet  with  the 
Indians.  Interpretation  was  slow  and  inadequate, 
so  he  felt  it  was  best  not  to  use  it,  and  spoke 
directly  from  his  heart,  after  which  one  Indian 
expressed,  through  an  interpreter,  "I  love  to  feel 
where  words  come  from."  That,  I think,  is  a great 
mission  which  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
can  do  for  itself,  and  can  help  the  rest  of  the 
world  to  learn:  to  seek  to  understand  the 
experience  behind  the  words. 
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by  Madge  Seaver,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Encounter  with  Silence:  Reflections 
from  the  Quaker  Tradition 
by  John  Punshon.  Friends  United  Press, 
131  pages,  $6.95. 

Encounter  with  Silence , unlike  John  Punshon's 
Portrait  in  Grey,  is  personal.  In  the  chapter 
headed  "An  Hour  to  Fill"  he  speaks  of  the  stages 
of  his  convincement  which  started  at  Oxford 
when  he  first  attended  a Meeting  for  Worship. 

He  found  it  "disturbing  and  rather  troublesome 
...  a challenge  to  my  selfishness." 

Later  he  gives  a moving  account  of  his  father's 
death:  "I  understood  instinctively  that  my  father 
had  been  taken  into  the  being  of  God  - to  heaven 
in  a word  - and  I finally  knew  that  religion  was 
not  about  me  and  my  problems,  but  about  God." 
He  writes  that  when  he  returned  home  from  the 
hospital,  he  read  nearly  all  of  the  New 
Testament.  He  uses  the  word  metanoia  to 
describe  the  act  of  repentance  he  made  that  night. 

My  happy  reading  of  this  little  book  on 
"Symbols  and  Images,"  'The  Call  to  Minister," 
the  "Power  of  the  Light,"  "Quaker 
Sacramentalism"  — all  of  these  chapter  headings 
reminded  me  of  another  personal  account  of  a 
changed  life  but  in  the  American  perspective: 
Thomas  Kelly's  A Testament  of  Devotion. 

Encounter  with  Silence  is  also  a testament  of 
devotion.  I foresee  that  it  will  become  a book  we 
will  take  up  again  and  again  to  still  the  noise 
around  and  among  us,  to  help  us  speak 
comfortably  with  God,  in  his  words,  and  to 
restore  our  faith. 


MEMORIAL  MINUTES 

M Winifred  Healy 

During  the  10  years  that  Wini  Healy  graced 
Pima  Monthly  Meeting,  Tucson  Arizona,  it  was  a 
rare  first  day  that  she  missed  Meeting,  although 
she  was  over  80  years  old  when  she  moved  to 
Tucson  from  Philadelphia.  She  rarely  ministered, 
but  when  she  did  it  was  always  deeply  meant 
and  deeply  received. 

The  members  and  attenders  of  Pima  Meeting 
who  knew  Wini  well  were  blessed  indeed  by  this 
sharp-witted  (even  into  her  90's)  and  charming 
woman.  The  children  loved  her  and  would 
always  greet  her  and  talk  with  her.  Wini  also 
loved  the  children  and  talked  often  about  each  of 
them. 

Wini  died  in  a Tucson  nursing  home  on 
August  11, 1987,  at  the  age  of  94.  She  came  to 
Tucson  17  years  ago  to  be  with  her  daughter 
Susan  Peters  and  later  joined  Pima  meeting. 

For  several  decades  Winifred  taught  drama 
and  speech  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  For  a time 
she  also  taught  in  Alaska. 

Through  her  life,  Wini  Healy  was  active  in  the 
peace  movement  and  early  on  had  known  Jane 
Addams  at  Hull  House. 

We  each  hold  Wini  "dear"  in  our  own  way 
and  we  miss  her. 

m Maude  Nelson  Powell 
(1889  - 1987) 

Maude  Nelson  Powell  was  born  September  30, 
1889  on  a small  farm  near  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan.  She  met  Ralph  while  they  were 
students  at  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  she  in 
Home  Economics  and  he  in  Engineering.  They 
were  married  in  1914  and  after  studying  at  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Yale,  went  to  China  to 
teach.  They  were  there  from  1916  to  1927.  While 
there  they  adopted  two  little  Chinese  girls.  The 
next  30  years  they  lived  in  Columbus,  Ohio 
where  Ralph  taught  engineering.  They  joined 
Friends  there  in  1952.  In  1957  they  moved  to 
Berkeley  and  lived  at  Quaker  House.  A few 
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years  after  Ralph's  death  in  1976  Maude  moved 
to  Friend's  House  in  Santa  Rosa  and  lived  there 
until  her  death  on  July  29, 1987. 

These  dry  biographical  facts  do  not  show  the 
deep  and  beneficial  influence  that  Maude  and 
Ralph's  lives  had  on  Berkeley  Meeting  and 
everyone  who  knew  them. 

This  tribute  from  a long-time  Friend  carries 
the  grateful  feelings  of  us  all. 

"When  I think  of  Maude,  I think  of  love  and 
innocence.  Her  love  spread  to  everyone,  and  her 
innocence  was  not  one  of  naivete  but  rather  of 
one  who  really  believed  that  there  is  'that  of  God 
in  everyone!'  She  related  to  each  person  as  if 
every  one  of  them  was  good.  She  carried  within 
her  a deep  trust  and  compassionate  spirit. 

'The  door  to  Quaker  House  was  always  open. 
Even  after  a transient  had  stolen  one  of  her 
beautiful  hooked  rugs  off  the  floor,  she  refused  to 
report  it  to  the  police. 

"Her  love  for  Ralph  was  so  strong,  she  literally 
breathed  life  back  into  him  after  the  car  accident, 
when  the  doctors  had  given  up.  She  said  many 
times  after  that  she  hoped  Ralph  would  go  first, 
as  she  wanted  to  be  there  to  care  for  him  as  long 
as  he  was  alive.  They  were  in  their  eighties.  The 
injuries  suffered  in  the  accident  resulted  in  his 
death  two  years  later,  but  Maude  had  her  wish  in 
surviving  him." 

And  from  another  Friend: 

'The  Powells  came  to  Berkeley  Meeting 
through  the  thoughtful  effort  of  Cecil  and  Fran 
Thomas,  who  had  known  them  since  the  Thomas' 
student  days  in  Ohio.  We  could  not  have  gotten 
a better  gift. 

"Quaker  House,  that  modest  old  frame 
building  next  door  to  the  Meeting  House  became 
a warm  center  — the  heart  of  the  Meeting  — once 
the  Powells  moved  in  with  their  lovely,  soothing 
old  fashioned  things.  Their  doorbell  was  always 
ringing  and  they  were  always  there  to  welcome 
you. 

"For  most  of  us  they  represented  exactly  what 
is  so  often  missing  in  our  times:  stability, 
permanence,  grandparents  whose  wisdom  and 
experience  could  help  us  to  unravel  and  smooth 


out  our  tangled  life  situations.  They  were  never 
shocked;  they  did  not  condemn. 

'They  proved  with  the  course  of  their  lives  the 
often  doubted  fact:  that  it  is  possible  to  walk  the 
dangerous,  wonderful,  unpredictable  paths  of  life 
through  wars  and  revolutions,  in  foreign  parts 
and  right  here,  without  compromising  one's 
inner  convictions." 

When  Ralph  died  Maude  firmly  believed  that 
when  her  time  came,  Ralph  would  be  there 
waiting  for  her.  Truly  we  have  been  blessed  with 
the  presence  of  Maude  and  Ralph  these  many 
years.  The  Inner  Light  shown  through  all  their 
actions  and  being. 

M Elizabeth  M.  Vail 

Elizabeth  Mayfield  Vail,  72,  died  on  Novem- 
ber 9, 1987  in  Carmel  Valley,  California.  She  had 
been  a member  of  Monterey  Peninsula  Meeting 
since  September  9, 1980  when  she  and  her 
husband  Lawrence  Cutler  Vail  transferred  from 
Rahway  and  Plainfield  Meeting  in  New  Jersey. 

Elizabeth  spent  her  childhood  in  Riverton, 
went  to  George  School  in  Pennsylvania,  then  on 
to  Douglas  College,  now  part  of  Rutgers  Univer- 
sity, where  she  graduated  in  1937. 

She  married  Lawrence  Vail  in  1937,  taught 
school  a few  years,  then  retired  to  raise  their  two 
daughters.  When  she  resumed  her  career,  it  was 
at  Rutgers  Medical  School  where  she  was 
director  of  financial  aid  to  students. 

Upon  retiring  she  and  Lawrence  moved  to 
California  where  her  two  daughters  were  living. 

Elizabeth  was  a devoted  and  tireless  member 
of  Monterey  Peninsula  Friends.  She  served  as 
Clerk,  1980  to  1981.  She  was  convenor  of  the 
Peace  and  Social  Order  committee,  editor  of  the 
Meeting  newsletter.  She  was  a representative 
from  Meeting  to  community  associations  such  as 
the  Nuclear  Freeze  group  and  the  World  Beyond 
War.  She  was  also  active  in  AAUW  and  in  the 
League  of  Women  Voters.  Her  hobbies  included 
photography  and  pottery. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband  Lawrence, 
daughters  Lynn  and  Jane,  grandchildren, 
Alexander  and  Katherine,  all  of  California,  and 
brother  Clifton  Mayfield  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut. 
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Join  the  Wave 

(Update  on  Future  Wave  Plans  as  Requested  by 
Readers) 

Future  Wave,  Inc.  is  a non-profit  organization 
incorporated  in  the  state  of  Maryland  working  to 
educate  the  public  about  peaceful  alternatives  for 
the  future.  Tax-deductible  contributions  are 
needed  to  carry  on  its  research,  to  publish  articles 
and  books,  and  to  produce  entertainment 
products  designed  to  create  hope  for  the  future. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  "Future  Wave, 
Inc."  and  send  them  to: 

Future  Wave  - West 
Att:  Arthur  Kanegis 
17955  Ridgeway  Road 
Granada  Hills,  CA  91344 
(213)  856  - 8991 

Future  Wave  Inc.  is  licensing  its  products  to  a 
for-profit  corporation  which  seeks  investors  to 
carry  out  production  of  the  films  and  other  media 
projects.  The  plan  is  for  the  non-profit 
organization  to  receive  a significant  share  of  the 
royalties  generated  by  movies  and  other 
products.  Thus  investors  will  be  rewarded,  while 
at  the  same  time,  a fund  is  created  to  carry  on 
innovative  work  to  begin  to  build  the  kind  of 
future  the  project  envisions. 

John  Darnell,  Ph.D.,  research  director  of 
Future  Wave,  Inc.,  is  writing  a book  presenting 
Future  Wave's  vision  for  the  future.  If  you  wish 
to  contribute  your  ideas,  concepts  and  visions, 
send  them  to: 

Dr.  John  Darnell 
Future  Wave  - East 
P.O.  Box  834 

Frederick,  MD  21701-0834 
(301)  662  - 1475 

An  abridged  reprint  of  " Future  Wave,  an 
Address  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  meeting  by 
Arthur  Kanegis,  Film-maker " is  available 
for  $2.00  from  Friends  Bulletin  office. 
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(Response  to  Sally  Bryan  cont.  front  page  109) 

tive  of  meaning,"  I wonder  how  he  would 
respond  to  the  "expansion"  or  "enriching" 
concept  recommended  by  Lois  Bailey  of  Grass 
Valley  Meeting?  Let  us  consider  as  possibly 
analagous  the  word,  family.  Fifty  years  ago,  the 
definition  and  connotations  of  that  word  were:  a 
man,  a woman  and  their  children.  Now,  we  use 
many  qualifiers:  extended,  single-parent,  nuclear, 
etc.  We  have  changed  our  definition  of  family, 
but  are  we  now  to  say  that  a divorced  woman 
with  children  is  less  a family  than  a man-woman 
family? 

Sally  Bryan  does  not  discuss  the  argument 
about  equality  which  homosexuals,  like  any 
minority,  can  justly  make  to  the  larger  society. 
However,  I think  equality  must  be  raised  in  every 
discussion  of  this  issue.  And  apart  from  all  these 
reasoned  and  logical  disquisitions,  my  perception 
of  the  January  marriage  of  Mary  Ellen  McNelly 
and  Catharine  Lucas  in  Berkeley  Meeting  is  that 
the  most  important  aspect  of  the  ceremony  for 
them  is  that  they  could  stand  up  in  their  Meeting 
and  say  openly  and  proudly  to  each  other,  "I  love 
you." 


Viftal. 


ftaftisftte 


Marriages 

o Under  the  care  of  Santa  Monica  Meeting, 
Linda  Seger  and  Peter  Le  Var,  April  12, 1987. 
o Under  the  care  of  Berkeley  Meeting,  Steve 
Wolgast  and  Jean  Joanne  Willis,  August  15, 1987. 
o Under  the  care  of  San  Diego  Meeting,  Mary 
V.  Clare  Wegrzyn  (Mimi)  and  Larry  Hoppis, 
November  28, 1987  at  La  Jolla  Meeting  House, 
o Under  the  care  of  Berkeley  Meeting,  Mary 
Ellen  McNelly  and  Catharine  Lucas,  January  9, 
1988. 


Deaths 

o Gretchen  Tuthill,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting, 
December  24, 1987. 

o Cathy  Jory,  Berkeley  Meeting,  February  11, 
1988. 
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Caleimdair 

March  1988 

11-20  Nonviolent  Direct  Action  & Civil  Disobedience  at  Nevada  Test  Site  - PYM  Peace  Comm,  urges 
Friends'  participation.  Contacts:  Friends  Leta  McKinney-Adler  (LA)  213/836-9518  and  Russ 
Jorgensen  (No.  CA)  707/538-1502. 

12  Southwestern  Regional  Office  AFSC  Annual  Meeting,  Orange  Grove  Meeting  House  and 
Messiah  Lutheran  church,  joint  hosts,  Noon-6  P.M. 

18-20  FWCC,  Section  of  the  Americas,  Annual  Meeting,  Indianapolis,  IN,  Best  Western  Airport  Inn, 
Elise  Boulding,  keynote  speaker. 

19  AFSC  No.  CA  Regional  Office  Annual  Meeting,  First  Unitarian  Church,  San  Francisco,  John 
Sullivan,  keynote  speaker,  9:30  A.M.  to  5:30  P.M. 

19  Conference  on  "Peacemaking,  A Feminist  Perspective"  at  Napa  Valley  College,  800  Bldg.,  9 
A.M.  to  1 P.M.,  Diane  Thomas,  keynote  speaker.  Napa-Sonoma  Worship  Grp.  co-sponsor. 
Contact  Barbara  Stancil,  707/253-2125. 

24-25  Clerking  Workshop,  PYM  Ministry  & Oversight  Comm.,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center.  (This  is 
a change  of  dates.) 

26  NPYM  Steering  and  Outreach  Commts.,  Portland,  OR. 

26-28  PYM  Conference  on  New  Testimony  for  Environmental  Concerns,  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond. 

April  1988 

1- 2  Christopher  Beck  and  Co.  Dance  Performances,  Cinnabar  Theater,  Petaluma,  CA,  8:30  P.M. 

2- 3  New  Mexico  Quarterly  Mtg.,  Wesley  Foundation,  2425  Jordan  Rd.,  Las  Cruces,  NM.  Arrange 

ments:  Mary  Brown,  7350  Raasaf  Cr.,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88005. 

16-17  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  Tucson,  Pima  Mtg.,  Host,  Contact:  Richard  Nylund, 
602/297-2355. 

15-17  "Unfinished  Family  Business,"  Bob  and  Margaret  Blood,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

17  Colorado  General  Meeting,  Boulder  Mtg.,  Host. 

30-1  May  Willamette  Quarterly  Mtg.,  Multnomah  Mtg.,  Host. 

30-1  May  So.  CA.  Quarterly  Mtg.,  Hemet  Mtg.,  Host. 

May  1988 

6-7  Quaker  U.N.  Office  Seminar  on  the  U.N.,  specifically  for  women,  Quaker  House,  NY  City,  NY, 
Elise  Boulding,  keynote  speaker.  Call  212/682-2745. 

6-8  Mothers  Day  Witness  for  Peace,  Nevada  Test  Site  and  other  protest  locations  in  Michigan, 
Florida  and  Texas.  Contact  Janet  Moorman,  702/648-2798. 

14  NPYM  Steering  Comm.,  Portland,  OR. 

13-15  College  Park  Quarterly  Mtg.,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

20-22  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Mtg.,  Eastside  Mtg.,  Host.  (Continued  on  page  120) 
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Current  Status  of  Quaker  Marriages 
in  California 

Friends  who  want  current  information  on  The 
Quaker  Marriage  Bill:  Seeking  Equal  Treatment 
Under  the  Law  may  order  a special  issue  of  the 
FCL  Newsletter,  February  1988.  Send  request  for 
single  complimentary  copies  to:  Friends 
Committee  on  Legislation  of  California,  926  "J" 
Street,  Room  707,  Sacramento,  CA  95814. 

Nuclear  - Free  Kiwis  Abroad 

New  Zealand  Peace  Makers  to  visit  the  USA  from 
March  until  July  of  1988.  They  wish  to  network 
with  other  peace  makers  and  share  with  and 
assist  the  American  Peace  Movement.  They  have 
been  involved  in  a wide  range  of  peace  activities, 
especially  educating  for  nuclear  weapon  free 
zones,  a nuclear  free  and  independent  Pacific  and 
peace  education.  If  you  would  like  this  group  to 
visit  or  if  you  are  organizing  peace  events  which 
they  may  be  interested  in  attending,  please 
contact  Annie  Doherty,  Bowie  Doherty,  Tony 
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French  or  Alyn  Ware,  through  Andrea 
Elukovich,  San  Francisco  Friends  Meeting,  2028 
Broderick  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  929  - 0197. 
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June  1988 

8-12  IMYM,  Ghost  Ranch,  Abiquiu,  NM. 

17-21  Joanna  Macey  and  John  Seed,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

July  1988 

2-9  Friends  General  Conference,  Appalachian  State  Univ.,  Boone  NC:  "Nurturing  the  Tree  of  Life, 
Cultivating  Justice,  Healing  and  Peace." 

8-14  Art  and  the  Spirit  Conference,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

23-28  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting,  Newberg,  OR. 

27-31  NPYM,  Linfield  College,  McMinneville,  OR. 

August  1988 

1-6  PYM,  Craig  Hall,  Chico,  CA,  July  31  Committee  Day.  (Change  of  place) 

19-27  FWCC  17th  Triennial  Mtg.,  Tokyo,  Japan 

29  - 5 Sept.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  Workcamp. 


